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HOME ACCIDENT FATALITIES UP IN 1952 


OME ACCIDENT deaths in 1952 totaled 

approximately 29,500 or 500 more 
than occurred in 1951, according to Na- 
tional Safety Council estimates. 

There were about 4,400,000 disabling 
injuries from home accidents, and costs 
—including wage loss, medical expenses 
and overhead costs of insurance — 
amounted to $700,000,000. 

Falls caused about one-half of the home 
deaths; burns, about one-fifth; all other 
types, less than one-third. 

Over half of those killed were persons 
65 years and older. About a fourth were 
children under 15 years. The remaining 
fifth were persons 15 to 64 years. 


@ The all accident totals were: 
1952 1951 

All accidents .... 96,000 95,000 

Motor-vehicle ... 38,000 37,300 

Public non-motor- 

vehicle 
Home 
Occupational 


Change 


+1% 
+2% 


15,000 
29,000 
16,000 


+7% 
+2% 
. 15,000 —6% 

The motor-vehicle totals include some 
deaths also included in the occupational 


and home totals. This duplication 
amounts to about 2,500 deaths in 1952. 


@ Present indications are that as in 
earlier years, accidents of all types were 
the fourth most important cause of death 
in 1952, exceeded only by heart disease, 
cancer and vascular lesions of the central 
nervous system. 

Accidents were the leading cause of 
death among persons 1 to 35 years old, 
according to the latest detailed informa- 
tion from N.O.V.S., 1949. 

This showed mechanical suffocation fa- 
talities as 19 per cent of the 0 to 4 years 
all-accidental death total and fatal burns 
14 per cent. In the 5 to 14 year group 
motor-vehicle deaths were 39 per cent of 
the total and drownings 22 per cent. 

For persons 15 to 24 years old motor- 
vehicle deaths were 59 per cent of the 
accidental death total and drownings 
were 12 per cent. Among persons 65 
years and over fatal falls made up 62 
per cent of all accidental deaths. 


In addition to the 15,000 workers 
killed while at work, 34,500 died from 
off-the-job accidents. 















Decorator s 


By Marcella Schwarb 


E’’S TAKE A room and furnish it. The 

safety features we'll learn in our in- 

terior decorating experiment can be applied 
to other rooms in the house. 

Seatter rugs are a slipping hazard, so 
choose larger rugs or use wall-to-wall car- 
peting. If rugs are used, do not lay the 
end of a rug midway in the door areas so 
that someone coming into the room could 
trip over it. 

\ carpeted stairway with medium weight 
padding is softer to fall on than a wooden 
stair! However, be sure to fasten the stair- 
way carpet securely. 

If you must have small rugs, be sure there 
is some type of anchorage to hold the rug 
in place. You can either use an elasticized 
process on the back or place under the rug 


























Pad under rug to prevent slipping. 

















Lamp bases should be heavy enough so that a 
slight bump won't tip them over. 


a slender sheet of rubber especially treated 
to grip the rug to the floor. 

You need enough space between each 
piece of furniture so that people can get 
around without bumping into it. It is not 
only in better taste to have the large pieces 
placed in conformance to the architectural 
arrangement of the room, but it will give 
you more space and fewer hurts as there 


will be less chance of bumping or rippin > 
Choose furniture that is sturdily con- 


structed, with legs that won’t fall off, and 
without sharp corners. A table should be 
substantial so that a slight bump won't 
topple it over and perhaps, spill off a break- 
able item to disintegrate into a thousand and 
one pieces. If there are children around, 
don’t have glass tops for tables. 

Lamp bases should be heavy enough so 
that a burst of wind or a slight bump won’t 
tip them over. Be sure that all parts of the 
room are well lighted and that the light is 
evenly distributed. Check to see that you 
are not blinded for a moment on entering 
a room by an exposed light bulb in a lamp 
that is too low. Sometimes on entering a 
room the light is so badly distributed you 
have the feeling that there is only one 
corner to the room. See that cords and 
extensions are not strewn where they will 
cause tripping. 

When hanging pictures or mirrors, be sure 
that the fasteners are secure before the item 
is placed on the nail or hook. 

Fireplaces should have screens to keep 
sparks from flying out and even with this 


(to page 7) 
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HOSPITAL 


Sunwey 


By Mrs. Irmagene N. Holloway, Ph.D. 


Educational Consultant 
Greater Cincinnati Safety Council 


HE BLUE Cross and Hospital Care Corpo- 

ration and the local safety councils in 
southwestern Ohio are cooperating in the 
first survey in this area of hospitalized 
accidental injury cases. 

This plan mushroomed from the initial 
efforts of the Greater Cincinnati Safety 
Council who started out to obtain this 
information in Cincinnati only. 

As the Blue Cross and Hospital Care Cor- 


Greater Cincinnati Safety Council contacted 
this organization. Over half the money paid 
out to members of the Hospital Care Cor- 
poration during the past year was to acci- 
dent victims, Reduction of accidents would 
help curb the rising cost of treating injuries 
to members and, therefore, save money for 
members by offering the possibility of lower 
rates or maintaining current rates without 
increase. 


Qi: have entree to the hospitals, the 


Area Covered 


As the Hospital Care Corporation ex- 
tended over a much wider area than that 
of Hamilton County and Cincinnati, it was 
thought advisable to include all of south- 
western Ohio. However, it was agreed that 
preliminary surveys would be made in three 
Cincinnati hospitals before proceeding with 
the broader project. 


This advance use of the accident report 
@ would disclose the type of informa- 
t 


ion available, indicate accident trends, de- 
termine generally the effectiveness of the 
whole survey and its acceptability to the 
hospitals. Suffice it to say that the prelimi- 
nary survey, now completed, fully warrants 
the full-scale one. 
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The study in southwestern Ohio is now 
under way and will last for a six month 
period. Responsibility has been divided 
so that the printing of an accident report 
blank is a joint responsibility of the safety 
councils and the Hospital Care Corpo- 
ration. The blanks are distributed to the 
hospital by the Hospital Care Corporation 
and are returned to that organization at the 
time the regular hospital care blanks are 
returned. All accident hospitalized victims 
are considered in this study whether they 
be members of the hospital plan or not. 

The Hospital Care Corporation will collect 
and tabulate accident data and in Cincinnati 
there will be volunteer assistance from the 
Safety Council in helping to codify data. 

The safety councils will analyze the find- 
ings and develop preventive procedures. 

The preliminary study mentioned above 
began October 20, 1952, at 9 a.m. and con- 
tinued until 8:59 a.m. on November 3, 1952, 
in three Cincinnati hospitals. 


Preliminary Survey 


During the two-week period, there were 
a total of 600 accidents for which the re- 
ports were adequately filled out. This in- 
cludes both hospitalized cases and those 
which received emergency room treatment. 


The following is a break-down by day: 


WEEN: ndvds cacciucueksceee 62 
ee rer 83 
EE ER a a ea 77 
DIE eskwasiniacskxiveus 86 
Cr incdnhapnotnawadaans 77 
PN ait ccccnadn cies dunce 107 
DEE” caccusinadcanasdantnn 84 
Not stated or prior........... 24 

600 


Saturday seems to be the “accident day,” 
with the majority of the 107 reported on 
Saturday in the home (48). There were 42 
in traffic, 10 in recreation, and 7 at work. 

Of the 260 home accidents reported during 
this period, 126—or nearly half—were males, 
68 of whom were less than 14 years of age. 
None of the children were seriously injured. 

From this study severity seems to be re- 
lated to age group. One-half of the persons 
injured in the 25-44 year age group were 
either moderately or seriously injured. Two- 
thirds in the age group over 65 were mod- 
erate or severe in type. However, it is in- 
teresting to note that fewer persons over 65 


(to page 8) 
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A Merit Award Winning 


Program 


SURVEYING THE SITUATION 


By Mrs. William Gay and Mrs. Marion Wetzel 


Home A 





Co-chairmen, Niagara, Wi 


N NIAGARA, Wisconsin, interest in a home 

accident survey commenced in the school 
and was discussed with the president of the 
Parent Teacher Association who was a 
school teacher. The president brought the 
suggestion of a study of accidents in the 
home before the members of the P.T.A. at 
their first meeting in the fall of 1951. She 
asked for volunteers to assist Mrs. Marion 
Wetzel, the school nurse, with the survey. 
Mrs. William Gay, a member of the P.T.A., 
and three teachers offered to serve on the 
committee. 

At the first committee meeting Mrs. Gay 
was chosen as chairman and the suggestion 
was made that she stimulate other members 
of the P.T.A. to join the committee which 
she did. Eight more members were added 
to the committee which made a total of 12 
members and the chairman. 

The committee became known as_ the 
Home Accident Survey Committee spon- 
sored by the P.T.A. and the public schools. 
The superintendent of schools, Mr. William 
Kalkoski, was also interested in the survey 
and supplied paper and clerical help. 

The committee decided that for the first 
year the survey would cover only the homes 
in the village and would include all home 
accidents from June 1, 1951, to May 31, 1952, 
which required treatment by a doctor or 
hospitalization. The village directory which 
had recently been revised and the school 
census was used in the study so no families 
would be missed. 

Two forms were prepared by the commit- 
tee members to be used in the survey. Form 
I was sent or taken to every home. The 
survey was explained and the family asked 
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ident Survey Committee 


to check “yes” or “no” on whether an acci- 
dent had occurred that required medical 
care or hospitalization. Form II was used 
to obtain the history of the accident. 

In order to distribute Form I, it was de- 
cided that committee members who were 
working in the school would see that any 
family that had children in school would 
receive the form through the school. The 
families that did not have children attending 
school would be reached by phone or direct 
contact by members of the P.T.A. serving | 
the committee. 

If the family reported an accident through 
the school, the school nurse obtained the 
history. If the committee member received 
a report of the accident, she proceeded to 
fill out Form II at the time of the contact 
in the home. 

The village was divided into working areas 
by the chairman who made the assignments 
of areas to the committee members. The 
families were contacted twice during the 12 
months period—in November and June. 

Both forms were discussed in detail with 
the members on the committee. If the 
worker was unable to get all of the infor- 
mation required on Form II, such as dates, 
etc., the family doctor cooperated in giving 
the information. 

A total of 507 families were contacted 
twice during the year and 48 accidents were 
reported that required medical care gg 
which six required hospitalization. One acci- 
dent resulted in death. Twelve accident cases 
were bed ridden—from 1 day to 63 days. 

To reach the adults with an educational 
program, literature was sent to every home 


(to page 7) 
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BABY SAFETY 
Suggested Program for May 


Wit CHILD HEALTH Day coming the first 
of May, you can tie in your baby safety 

activities with the various health programs. 

Build your May program, then, around 

safety for the infant and toddler up to one 

or two years of age. 

Outline of a suggested program: 
I. Subject matter 


1. Protecting the child with safe environ- 
ment and constant supervision 


N 


Gradual weaning from complete pro- 
tection to commencement of training 
child in a few safe practices 


Pye 
. 


Various developmental stages of the 

young child: what he can and can’t do 

at the lying down, sitting up, creeping, 

and walking stages. Point out such 

things as inability to swallow small, 

hard foods in early infancy, sudden 

development of ability to turn over 

(and off a bed), inquisitiveness of 

toddler, ete. 

1, Specific hazards 

a. Hot liquids 

b. Drowning—bath, falling into tubs 
or pools of water 

ce. Mechanical suffocation from food 
particles, small objects 

d. Poisons, including laxatives, aspirin, 
which affect young child 

e. Falls 


f. Traffic, driveway and street 


II. Publicity 
1. Radio and television 
a. Talk by child care specialist 
b. TV demonstration on child care by 
youth group from Girl Scouts, Camp 
Fire Girls, or Junior Red Cross 
2. Newspaper, house organs, club bulletins 
a. Briefs on various phases of baby 
safety 
b. Articles by health department, medi- 
cal society 
ec. Incorporate baby safety into suit- 
able column on women’s page 
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d. Picture story on bathing a baby 


e. Story on toys for babies 


III. Activities 
1. Establish regular parent-education on 
baby safety through family doctors and 
pediatricians, health and welfare clin- 
ics, home visits of nursing profession 


2. Encouragement of interest in child 
care program of youth organizations 
3. Distribution of leaflets to new mothers 
4. Encourage devoting one meeting of 
home economics clubs, women’s clubs, 
to talk on child development with 
relation to safety. 
5. Exhibits 
a. To demonstrate hot liquids and hot 
objects: pots and pans, coffee pot, 
wash boiler, portable room heater, 
iron, ete. 


b. Poisonous items used in the home 





It Hurts to Get Hurt / 
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ANN ARBOR INSTITUTE 


THREE-DAY INSTITUTE on home accident 
prevention was held January 20-22 at 

Ann Arbor by the school of public health, 
University of Michigan. Some ninety dele- 
gates from all over the country attended. 
The purpose of the meeting was to bring 
together public health people who are con- 
cerned with and active in home accident 
prevention programs, to permit them to 
evaluate critically current information on 
the subject and methods for securing infor- 
mation and applying preventive measures. 

In the opening general session the main 
objectives of the institute were keynoted 
by Otis L. Anderson, M.D., Asst. Surgeon 
General of the U.S. Public Health Service 
(paper presented by Harry Hasson) and 
by Ned H. Dearborn, president, National 
Safety Council. 

Dr. Anderson stressed the importance of 
the meeting as an “unique opportunity to 
give sound encouragement to the strongest 
features of home accident prevention” and 
as “an opportunity to crystallize a compre- 
hensive approach to this program.” In his 
talk Mr. Dearborn encouraged the interest 
of public health people in this problem 
because of the close contact of health de- 
partments with the home and home environ- 
ment and because of the acceptance on the 
part of citizens generally of health depart- 
ment procedures and practices. 

Sectional meetings were held. The four 
attacks on the problem were: 

Section I. Faets, Figures and Findings, 
leader, Dr. Iwao Moriyama, National Office 
of Vital Statistics. This section undertook 
a critical review of existing data on home 
accident statistics and available sources of 
information. 

Section II. Personal and Environmental 
Factors, leader, Earle G. Brown, M.D., Nas- 
sau County (New York) Health Department. 
The section undertook to bring together 
information on these two points and to out- 
line where additional information would 
seem essential. 

Section III. Health Department Responsi- 
bility, Resources, and Experience, leader, 
Harry M. Wain, M.D., Mansfield, Ohio, De- 
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Here aud There 


partment of Health. Recent experimental 
programs under health department auspices 
were presented. 


Section IV. Utilization of Community, 
Resources, leader, Ralph Kuhli, Wisconsi 
\ 


Board of Health. A review and evaluation 
was undertaken of what has been done by 
health departments to utilize the resources 
of various community agencies. 

The findings and recommendations of 
each of the four sections were presented 
at a final general session. It is expected that 
proceedings of the conference will shortly 
be available not only to registrants but also 
to all interested persons. Henry F. Vaughan, 
dean, school of public health, University of 
Michigan, closed the meeting with emphasis 
upon the broadening horizons of public 
health responsibilities. 

At this first-of-its-kind conference, consid- 
erable enthusiasm was generated and the 
hope expressed many times that succeeding 
institutes be held. The great wealth of 
available material and the many reports of 


activities were indications of more extensive 
interest and concern than was _ heretofore 


conceded, and indications, too, of the prob- 
able stimulative effect of the meeting. 

H. E. Miller, director of continued edu- 
cation, managed the institute for the school 
of public health, and Leonard Board of the 
U.s. Public Health Service and Thomas 
Fansler of the National Safety Council 
served as general co-chairmen. 


N.A.H.B. PROGRAM 


The National Association of Home Build- 
ers has announced that the Association will 
sponsor a home safety program in coopera- 
tion with the National Safety Council. They 
have stated that major targets are the home 
itself and accident-alert families. 


“More personal security will come from 
increased safety education and elimination 


of hazardous physical living arrangements,” 
says Leonard L. Frank, chairman of the 
design and construction committee of the 
\ssociation. 

Kitchen arrangement and equipment, ac- 
cording to the Association, has undergone 
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radical improvement during the last few 

i years, but research shows it is still the most 
dangerous room in the house for injuries. 
Such areas of injury will come in for closer 
study by NAHB-NSC specialists. They hope 
to devise safer living arrangements wher- 
ever possible. 

A necessary step in the national home 
builders program, it is indicated, will be the 
oreparation of specific design standards 

Qi: acceptable solutions to the prob- 
' ems raised by various physical hazards. 

The idea of building safety into homes 
has already caught on. The Cleveland Press 
has announced that the Press and a local 
builder in Cleveland will sponsor the build- 
ing of a “Home of Safety.” The Home 
Builders Association of Greater Cleveland 
has promised full cooperation in obtaining 
from safety experts everything that would 
affect construction of “The Home of Safety,” 
and the Greater Cleveland Safety Council 
is also cooperating. 


Crippled Children’s Society 


Since the start of its child safety program 
last fall, The National Society for Crippled 
Children and Adults, Inc., has given safety a 
ylay in several ways. At their national con- 

@:.::.: held in October Harry F. Dietrich, 
M.D., spoke on accident prevention. His 
speech was publicized in the convention 
issue of the National Society Bulletin. 

Articles have appeared in The Crippled 
Child on home, child, and toy safety. An 
exhibit was shown by the Society at the 
annual meeting of the American Public 





Exhibit on child safety shown by the N.S.C.C.A. 
j at the American Public Health Association's annual 
i meeting last October. 
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Health Association. The Society has dis- 
tributed to its state and metropolitan so- 
cieties a set of the National Safety Council’s 
leaflets on what can I do about—home, 
farm, child, traffic, and community safety 
as well as A Formula for Child Safety 
published by the Metropolitan Life Insur- 
ance Company for the American Academy 
of Pediatrics. 


' 
Decorator s Notebook 
(from page 2) 
protection, an open fire should be watched. 
Color is an important factor for one’s 
general frame of mind. Color can relax or 
excite, soothe or irritate. If you work out 
your backgrounds in the proper values of 
color that are cool, soothing, and relaxing, 
you can get the “punch” you need to add 
sparkle in some of the furniture coverings, 
draperies, pictures, or accessories. 


Surveying the Situation 


(from page 4) 


through the children or the home accident 
survey committee members. Two films on 
safety, Home Safe Home and Fire Preven- 
tion in the Home, were shown by Mr. 
Ed O’Donnell, director of safety, Kimberly 
Clark Mill, to all employees and reached 
almost every family in the community. 

The Home Safety Committee also con- 
ducted a survey of the school building. 
School projects were worked up which in- 
cluded discussion on safety, posters and 
drawings in art class, stories, and poems in 
language class. Talks on fire safety in the 
home and fire safety during the Christmas 
holiday were given by the chief from Kim- 
berly Clark Corporation. Movies on safety 
at home, at school, and on going to and 
from school were also shown. 

Three newspapers received publicity every 
week for five months, once a month for four 
months, and at intervals for three months. 
Two of these newspapers are delivered to 
every home in the village once a week. The 
other newspaper is purchased by a very high 
percentage of the families in the community. 

The radio station cooperated by using 
spot announcements during the Christmas 
season and gave a great deal of publicity 
weekly for a period of months. 

Through the survey and the various edu- 
cational activities, every family in Niagara 
has received the home safety message. 











CEILING HEATER 





The combination electric heater, air circu- 
lator (fan blade with motor), and light 
shown above is installed in the ceiling. 
Thus, according to the manufacturer, the 
heater is placed where one cannot acci- 
dentally burn oneself from contact with it 
and where children cannot get at it. 

It is listed by the Underwriters’ Labora- 
tories and the housing for the unit fits be- 
tween standard 16 inch framing. An auto- 
matic circuit breaker prevents overheating. 


Hospital Survey 
(from page 3) 
were injured at home than those of any 
other age group. This is contrary to the 
national fatality statistics in which over half 
the persons killed in home accidents were 
over 65. 

Location of home accidents was: kitchen 
26 per cent, yard 18 per cent, steps 14 per 
cent, bedroom 10 per cent, sidewalk 5 per 
cent. 


Of the 600 accidents, 127 were in traffic, * 


98 in work accidents, 105 in recreational ac- 
cidents. Over half of the recreational acci- 
dents occurred to persons of 24 years of age 
or less. Ten occurred at school. 

It will be interesting to see whether the 
new survey bears out the findings of the 
two-week long preliminary survey. 


HOME SAFETY REVIEW is published monthly 
Chicago 11, Ill. Printed in U.S.A. Price 13c per copy, 
Material herein may be reprinted. 


Safety Council, 425 No. Michigan Ave., 
subscription $1.15 per year. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS 


@ Safety in Family Living lists dangers 
and suggests safe practices and learning 
experiences related to all aspects of home 
living. It is designed especially for home 
economics teachers. Published by the De- 
partment of Home Economics and National 
Commission on Safety Education, National 
Education 


Association, 1201 Sixteenth St. 
N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 24 pp. 35e. 


@ Home Accident Prevention, A Guide for 
Health Workers, public health service, Fed- 
eral Security Agency, Washington 25, D. C. 
75 pp. This booklet provides an outline on 
the chief problems of home-accident con- 
trol, the major causes of home accidents, 
and recommended preventive measures as a 
guide for programs on hoine accidents. 


H The index to Volumes 8 and 9 of the 
Home Sarety Review is now available upon 
request to the Library, National Safety 
Council. 


Greater New York Conference 


At the Twenty-Third Annual Greater New 
York Safety Convention and Exposition in 
New York city, the home safety program 
will take place March 26 at the Hotel New 
Yorker. 


The program in the morning will present 
a progress report on a pilot study of child 
accidents conducted at Baby’s Hospital, Pres- 
byterian Medical Center, New York, a talk 
on safety in play areas in and around apart- 
ments and housing developments and an- 
other on baby sitting. 


‘ 

In the afternoon the program will be a 
panel discussion on actual activities of offi- 
cial and voluntary agencies working together 
to make New York City homes safer. A fire 
safety demonstration by a lecturer from the 
Liberty Mutual Fire Insurance Company 
will also be presented. 


(except July and August) by the National 


NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 
425 No. Michigan Avenue 


Chicago 11, Ill. 





